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September 30, 2020 
 
     In times of anxiety, we crave leadership. We have felt 
more anxious in the past six months partly because the 
authorities to whom we entrust our national and local 
leadership have sometimes brought confusion instead of 
confidence, especially regarding public health policy. Whose 
guidelines should have supreme authority in a pandemic? 
International bodies, like the United Nations and its World 
Health Organization? National bodies, like the White House 
and its Center for Disease Control? State authorities like the 
Governor’s office and its Tennessee Department of Health? 
Or local authorities like county or city mayors? More 
problematically, when those bodies disagree, whose authority 
outranks the others’? More problematically than that, what 
happens when these disputes about political jurisdiction take 
place in the fog of scientific uncertainty? When there is 
honest disagreement between epidemiologists, family doctors, 
and other health care providers about COVID-19’s origin, 
nature, transmission, and prevention, to whom should we 
and policy makers listen? These urgent questions 
fundamentally have to do with authority: Who has it 
legitimately? Who speaks with it competently?  In addition to 
our need for vaccines, treatments, and a cure, we need 
confidence that those in authority are using their power 
wisely and rightly. Authority matters. 
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Ultimately, God is the Authority above everything, beneath everything, and for everything. St. 4 

Paul asserts that every person in any position of authority owes his or her placement to God: “Let every 5 

person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and those authorities 6 

that exist have been instituted by God (Romans 12:1).” St. Paul draws from a long tradition in the Old 7 

Testament that emphasizes God’s involvement in every aspect of human life and activity, including the 8 

political. When the Hebrews call out for a king so that they can be like other nations, God chooses Saul 9 

for them, telling the prophet Samuel, “tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man from the land 10 

of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be ruler over my people Israel (I Samuel 9:16).” Later, God 11 

chooses David after Saul turns away from God:  12 

“The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 13 

Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 14 

myself a king among his sons’ (I Samuel 16:1).”  15 

God’s appointment and removal of human authorities is not limited to His people alone: He also 16 

intervenes in the politics of Gentiles and even pagans.  In captivity in Babylon, before the prophet 17 

Daniel interprets a dream that prophesies the end of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, he says, “Blessed be the 18 

name of God from age to age, for wisdom and power are his. He changes times and seasons, deposes kings 19 

and sets up kings (Daniel 2: 20-21).” And through the prophet Isaiah, God tells Cyrus, the emperor of 20 

Persia: 21 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him 22 

and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him […] For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my 23 

chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me (Isaiah 45:1, 4).”  24 

In other words, God is actively involved in the entirety of human nature in the entire human race: 25 

personal, interpersonal, social, and global. 26 
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 If all human authority comes from God, then all human authority is subject and accountable to 27 

Him. The chief and supreme agent of God’s authority is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Having left His 28 

Throne in Heaven which He enjoyed from before the beginning of time with the Father and the Holy 29 

Spirit, God the Son poured out all of His glory and entered the limitations of time and space as a 30 

helpless infant. He lived a life of radical humility and obedience to the Father to the point of dying in 31 

agony on the Cross, taking the sin of the world onto His Body and putting it all to death with His 32 

death. When He rose again from the dead and ascended into Heaven, Jesus was crowned with world-33 

wide and even cosmic authority:  34 

Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 35 

name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 36 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father (Philippians 2:9-11). 37 

Christ, who was co-equally omnipotent with the Father and the Spirit before He became Incarnate at 38 

Bethlehem, shows that the authority of God is exercised for one purpose: to serve and love others even 39 

at the cost of oneself. The authority of God, before Whom every human authority must bend and 40 

submit, rests in Christ because He lived, loved, died, and rose again for others above Himself. While 41 

political leaders, policymakers, and other authorities often seek to accumulate more power to exalt 42 

themselves, the true authority behind them is the Love of God. 43 

The authority of Jesus Christ was not derived from any man-made civic, political, or military 44 

power. His authority was not given to Him by any institution of human learning or public policy. Jesus 45 

Christ, our Lord and Savior, received His authority from His Heavenly Father Who so loved the world 46 

that He sent His only begotten Son so that whosoever believes in Him will never truly and finally die 47 

but will live forever in Him and with Him in this life and the next. The love that moved the Father to 48 

send His Son to us now pours into us from the Son through the Holy Spirit; we are bound together in 49 
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Him, and through Him we are embraced by the Father Himself. The authority of Christ is the power of 50 

Love that made the sun and other stars; the power of Love that shaped the Earth and us from the dust; 51 

the power of Love that breathed life into us at our birth and breathed eternal life into us at our baptism; 52 

the power of Love that fuels our faith, enflames our hope, and perfects our affections; the power of Love 53 

that forgives our sins, heals our wounds, and bears our burdens; the power of Love that even now is 54 

making all things new so that “death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 55 

for the first things [will] have passed away (Rev. 21:4).” The authority of Christ is the Love of God which 56 

precedes all things, sustains all things, and brings all things through every circumstance to His Ultimate 57 

Purpose. 58 

Countless anxieties blind our vision from seeing how God is at work even now around us and 59 

within us; yet God rules just the same. Governments and institutions that should help us instead 60 

confuse and disappoint us; yet God rules just the same. Sometimes, some things need to break down so 61 

that the Truth can break through. And the truth is that not only does God—and only God—have the 62 

power and the will to save us; in the death, Resurrection, and Ascension of our King of Love, He has 63 

already done it.  64 

 65 

Faithfully, In Christ 66 

Chris Bowhay+ 67 

 68 

 69 

 70 

 71 

 72 

 73 
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Continued Reopening at St. Peter’s 

Carefully but confidently, St. Peter’s continues 
to reopen more of our community life: 

• The Men’s Fellowship resumes their 
monthly gatherings on Thursday, 
October 1; 

• The Daughters of the King resumes 
their monthly gatherings on 
Wednesday, October 7; 

• Vicki Kenny’s Wednesday morning 
Women’s Bible Study resumed on 
Wednesday, September 16. 

 
The Vestry Committee for Christian Life is 
meeting soon with Fr. Bowhay to prepare a 
plan for safely re-opening “in-person” Sunday 
School for Christian Education for children 
and adults, as well as the Nursery. They will 
also consider adding a third service on Sunday 
mornings and to close the outdoor evening 
service at St. John’s, due to the earlier sunsets. 
 
 

    

Stewardship Sunday is just around 
the corner.  Our hope is that you are 
prayerfully considering what God will 
have you do for 2021.  Let’s turn the 
page on 2020 with our hearts full of 
Thanksgiving and our Hands open to 
the work of the Father. 

Thank You Diane! 
As fall approaches, we bid 

farewell to Diane’s 
handiwork. 

 
Thank You Diane Bolton! 
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A big THANK YOU, to 

Father Sandy Herrmann and 
Father Tom Wilson for so 

graciously filling in during the 
absence of Father Chris.   

Fall Notes! 
 
  

 

WEDNESDAY HEALING SERVICE 
Our 10:30 AM Wednesday healing 
service has resumed in the church 
(not in the Chapel downstairs).  
Please join us! 
 

ST. JOHN’S ASHWOOD 

Just a few more opportunities to 
join us for the 5:15 pm service on 
the grounds of St. John’s before 
we wrap up for the season.  We 
hope you will take advantage of 
this wonderful outdoor worship 
experience.  Sign-up is available at 
saintpeterscolumbia.org.   

 

 Altar flowers are a meaningful way to 
remember a loved one’s birthday or 
anniversary.  October 11th and 25th are 
available.  If you would like to place 
flowers on the altar, please contact the 
Church office at (931) 388-3331 or 
Connie Hardin at (931) 626-0011. 

 

Altar Flowers 

CROSSROADS 
CAFE 

The Crossroads Café is a 
safe place for people 
without a place to live to 
put down their backpacks, 
take a shower, get laundry 
done, drink a cup of coffee 
or enjoy some light 
refreshments, and receive 
referrals to helping agencies 
and ministries in Columbia. 
(It is not an overnight 
shelter.) The Café is staffed 
by a full-time Manager who 
handles all contact with the 
clients. However, she needs 
two-person teams (one male 
and one female) to simply 
be with her while she does 
her work. Located in the 
lower level of Harvest Share, 
the Café is open Monday-
Friday from 10:00 AM—
2:00 PM. Currently, the 
Manager needs one (1) man 
for Tuesday-Friday and one 
(1) woman on Monday. 
Single-day volunteers are 
welcome. For more 
information, please call St. 
Peter’s at (931) 388-3331 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 1st 

 
 

 
 
 

Foster Totes 

Thank you to all who participated in 
our last appeal for totes with specific 
items for the Foster Children.  We 
still need your help for this cause, but 
we only need the actual tote or a small 
gym bag.  Please call the church office 
(931)-388-3331 to schedule your drop 
off. 
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As Fall begins, what better way for the St. Peter’s 
Youth to kick it off, than with a BONFIRE!  
Thanks to Delk and Mary Susan Kennedy, for 
sharing their property and making the night a huge 
success and Thank You to Perry Terhune, for all he 
does for the St. Peter’s Youth!! 

 
We hope you are enjoying your new Church Directory. 
If you did not receive a copy via email, please call or  
email the Church office and we will be glad to send  
a copy to you.  Below are the change requests made 
since we emailed the final version for 2020. 
 
John & Donna Brown- 
 Home Phone Number is 931-682-2507 (Primary) 
 
Donald & Kathryn Marshall- 
 Kathryn’s Cell Number is 931-446-4296 
 Donald’s Cell Number is 931-446-5060 
 
Robert & Janet Shadoin- 
 1989 Hampshire Pike 
 Columbia, TN. 38401 
 Roberts Cell Number is 615-584-4848 
 Janet’s Cell Number is 615-497-7088 
 
Church Email: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org 
Church Phone Number: (931) 388-3331 
 

 

Why did the Scarecrow get promoted? 
 
Because he was outstanding in his 
field!!                   
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Through the generosity of a St. Peter’s member, and 
the unwavering support of our local Chick-fil-a, we 
were able to help our local Maury Regional First 
Responder’s last month.  Breakfast and Dinner were 
provided for the ER and Radiology departments and a 
large, THANK YOU, as well!  Continue to pray for 
these men and women, as they fight the good fight and 
help to keep our community safe and well.   

      God Bless Them!! 
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The first four Fridays of September at the People’s Table were the responsibility of St. Peter’s. We cooked and 114 

boxed 437 take-out lunches for the community.  We had extra food, bread and desserts, to share with The Place 115 

of Hope. Their 42 residents were very appreciative of the food that was shared. Due to Covid-19, there were 116 

only 5 people max allowed to participate. We certainly missed getting together with our usual volunteers from 117 

St. Peter’s, but current restrictions only allow a certain number to serve.  We appreciate those that did help by 118 

cooking and providing food items. Without your help, St. Peter’s could not have provided the very valuable 119 

service to those in need in our Community. St. Peter’s is scheduled to cook and serve again in January, 2021 120 

and Joann hopes that all those that want to volunteer will be 121 

able to at that time. 122 

 123 
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Vestry Meeting Minutes Summary, September, 8 134 

• Approved two scholarships for summer camps 135 

• Approved the renewal of the suspension of our two-person “counting” policy until October 136 

• Outreach:  137 

o Approved Outreach Committee’s request for $1,000 to The Room in the Inn, taken from a designated 138 

gift for that purpose and not from the Operating Budget. 139 

o Tabled Committee’s request for $1,000 grant to CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 140 

o Will review requests after September Financial Report is received to see whether actual pledged 141 

revenue approaches budget pledge revenue. As of September 8, St. Peter’s receipts are below 142 

expectations. 143 

• Renewed radio broadcast contract for another month at $100/month. Contract will “sunset” in October 144 

unless contract is renewed at next Vestry meeting 145 
 146 

      147 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
I intend to continue the practice of including in our Newsletter a very broad overview of St. 
Peter’s financial activity on a monthly basis. Since the Newsletter is sent out before the 1st of 
every month, and because the Financial Report is not complete until about a week into each 
month, the most recent report available at printing time on September 30 is from August.  
 
This summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which has significantly more 
detail and is always posted in the hallway to the Church Office.  
 
It should also be stressed the pledged gifts are customarily low in the summertime and return to 
normal every Fall. It is also worth mentioning that our restrictions of public worship since March 
have predictably led to a decline in “plate” giving. 
 
To get a better sense of our overall activity, I will also report our activity year-to-date: 
 
 July 2020 Year to Date 
Receipts $23,141.80 $237,363.46 
Disbursals $31.620.43 $267,188.24 
Net Surplus (Deficit) ($8,478.63) ($29,824.78) 
 
If you have any questions, please contact either me or our Treasurer, Walker Vining 
 
Faithfully, 
Chris Bowhay+ 
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Daniel & Mindy Denney  2nd  

Klaus & Pam Lachmann  4th  

Dale & Carol Strubbe      13th  

Ryan & Emily Fowler            15th  

Jimmy & Raquel Waters         20th  

Jim & Jennifer Barrier             26th  

Taylor Holmes  2nd 

Benjamin Terhune 2nd  

Braden Goodwin 5th  

Mindy Denney  8th  

Kaleigh Goodwin 8th  

Rich Sturges  11th  

Pam Williams  13th  

Maggie Olson  13th  

Magnolia White 15th  

Jeri Thompson  15th  

Trevor Hyssong  16th  

Stella Hargrove  17th  

Brett Wilson  18th  

Evangeline Shockley 18th  

 

 
 
 

    Neil Clark   19th  

    Annalise Kelley  21st  

    Sarah Whatley  22nd  

    Beth Fischer   25th  

    Julia Bryan   25th  

    Terry Mays   26th  

    Bryan Moore  27th  

    Jane Barnett   28th  

    Talia Naddy  28th  

    Ann-Christopher Robert 28th  

    Buddy Oakes  28th  

    John Surprise  28th  

    Faye Head   29th  
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Lay Schedule 
October 

 181 

 182 

 183 

 
 

DATE 

  8:00 a.m. 
    Lector/ 
Eucharistic 
   Minister 

 
 

Server 
 

 
 

Lector 

 
Eucharistic 
  Ministers 

 

Crucifer 

 

 
 
Torchbearers       

 
 
     Host 

 

Usher     

 

         

         

         

         

         

UNTIL FURTER NOTICE 
ALL LAY ASSIGNMENTS 

ARE POSTPONED 
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Sunday 
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 
 
5:00p-Mens Fellowship 
(Parish Hall) 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

2 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

4 
8:00a-Holy Eucharist 
10:00a-HolyEucharist 
Via Facebook/Church 
Website 
11:30a-Vestry Executive 
Committee (Parish Hall) 
5:15p-St. John’s Ashwood 
 
7p-Narcotics Anonymous 
TBD 

5 
8:30-2:30 Quilters 
(Lounge) TBD 

 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

6 
5:15p – Estes TBD 

6:30p-Alcoholics 

Anonymous TBD 

7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

7 
10:30a -Holy Eucharist 
& Healing Service 
 
5:30p-Daughers of the 
King (Parish Hall) 
6:30p-Choir Practice 
TBD 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

8 
 
 
4p-8p Quilters   TBD 

 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

11 
8:00a-Holy Eucharist  
10:00a-HolyEucharist 
Via Facebook/Church 
Website 
2:00-3:00p - Jr. Cotillion 
(Parish Hall) 
3:30p - SAR   (Parish Hall) 
5:15p-St. John’s Ashwood 
 
7p-Narcotics Anonymous 
TBD 

12 
8:30-2:30 Quilters 
(Lounge) TBD 

 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

13 
 
5:00p-Fin& Gov.  
6:00p-Vestry  

(Parish Hall) 
 
6:30p-Alcoholics 
Anonymous  
7p-Narcotics 

Anonymous   TBD 

14 
10:30a -Holy Eucharist 
& Healing Service 
 
 
6:45p-Choir Practice 
TBD 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

15 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

16 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

17 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

18 
8:00a-Holy Eucharist 
10:00a-HolyEucharist 
Via Facebook/Church 
Website 
5:15p-St. John’s Ashwood 
 
7p-Narcotics Anonymous 
TBD 

19 
8:30-2:30 Quilters 
(Lounge) TBD 

 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

20 
 
 
6:30p-Alcoholics 

Anonymous TBD 

7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

21 
10:30a -Holy Eucharist 
& Healing Service 
 
4:30p-Outreach   
6:45p-Choir Practice 
TBD 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

22 
 
 
5:00p-Bldg. &Grounds 
(Parish Hall) 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

23 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

24 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

25 
8:00a-Holy Eucharist 
10:00a-HolyEucharist 
Via Facebook/Church 
Website 
2:00-3:00p - Jr. Cotillon 
(Parish Hall) 
5:15p-St. John’s Ashwood 
7p-Narcotics Anonymous 
TBD 

26 
8:30-2:30 Quilters 
(Lounge) TBD 

 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

27 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

28 
10:30a -Holy Eucharist 
& Healing Service 
 
 
6:45p-Choir Practice 
TBD 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

30 
 
 
 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 

31 
 
Children’s Halloween 
Party (CANCELLED) 

 
 
7p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
TBD 
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