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As more of us return to worship, it is a good time to review the different
roles people play in our liturgy. Those serving in these roles may have other
duties for the church during the week, but here are the ways they serve
specifically in worship:
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Bishop: From the Greek word episkopos, which
literally means “overseer.” Bishops are the
guardians of Christian teaching and worship as has
been passed over from generation to generation
since the first Apostles. In fact, all Anglican,
Roman Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox bishops
can trace the line of their ordination (or,
technically, their “consecration”) by previous
bishops backwards through history to one of the
Twelve. Further, bishops are symbols of the unity
among the diverse collection of congregations in
their care. On these grounds, bishops are
responsible for ordaining Clergy who hold to that
historic faith and for ensuring that every
Confirmed person in their diocese receives
adequate instruction in it and support to live in it.
That is why only bishops may administer the
sacraments of Ordination and Confirmation; that
is also why bishops always celebrate the Eucharist
when present on Sundays. Bishops are also the
chief pastors of the diocese they serve and are
responsible for the spiritual care of its people and
clergy.
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Priest: From the Greek word presbyteros, which literally means
“elder.” Priests are the people to whom bishops delegate their
authority to lead worship and to instruct and care for the faithful.
Particularly, by virtue of their ordination, priests consecrate the
bread and wine at the Eucharist, absolve sins after Confession
(General or individual), and bless people or objects. Some but not
all priests are called to become Rectors who serve and lead
congregations.

Deacon: From the Greek word diakonos, which literally means
“servant.” Deacons are servants who function in three different
areas: Pastoral Care among the church’s own people, social care in
society at large, and liturgy. The first deacons were ordained by the
Twelve Apostles in the Book of Acts. On this basis, deacons serve
at the direction of their bishop and have a special call to minister
to the vulnerable and those in need. Deacons do not consecrate
the bread and the wine at the Eucharist, but they read the Gospel,
lead the Prayers of the People and the Confession, and pronounce
the Dismissal.
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Laity: From the Greek word laos, which literally means
“people.” The laity are those who have been baptized into Christ’s Church and Confirmed
by a bishop to worship God and serve one another through a variety of gifts and ministries
not specifically entrusted by bishops to priests and deacons. Such ministries may be
exercised through leadership in worship, Christian education, pastoral care, evangelism,
administration, prayer, outreach to the community, and a host of other roles. Of course, in
a certain sense, all baptized Christians are priests. St. Peter wrote “You also, as living stones,
are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (I Peter 2:5).” All are called to offer up themselves,
their souls and bodies, to the love and work of God in Christ.

At St. Peter’s, the laity lead worship in some of the following ways:

Vergers (also known as Masters of Ceremony): Originating in the early days of the Church
of England, Vergers are responsible for the order and upkeep of a house of worship,
objects and logistics related to worship, and the smooth execution of worship services.
Typically, a verger precedes the clergy and other ministers as they move from place to place
in the church but does not take any speaking role. The title comes from the ceremonial rod
which a verger carries: a virge, from the Latin virga which means “branch” or “staff.”

Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEM): During the Eucharist, some men and women who have
been licensed by the bishop distribute Holy Communion to their congregation, whether as
a group in church or as individuals at home or in hospitals.

Lectors: During worship, some men and women who have been licensed by the bishop
read Old and New Testament Lessons and, in the absence of a deacon, lead the
congregational intercessions (Prayers of the People).
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Altar Guild: A group of laypersons who maintain the ceremonial objects and elements
involved in worship. Traditionally, the Altar Guild has been comprised mainly of women;
that tradition has evolved in the Episcopal Church to include some men. The Biblical
origin of the Altar Guild is found in the accounts of the Resurrection (specifically Mark
16:1 and Luke 24:1 but are implied in Matthew and John) when various women come to
the Jesus’ Tomb to care for His body with spices. Since the Altar is the place where we
receive the Body of Christ, those who care for the Altar follow their pattern.

Acolytes: Originating at least by the mid 3rd century, acolytes lead the service of the Altar by
assisting the priest and the deacon. At St. Peter’s, the term we use is “Server,” but Acolytes
also perform roles that take place elsewhere in the service: Crucifers (who carry the
processional cross), Torchbearers (who accompany the Crucifers), Thurifers (who carry and
swing thuribles that contain charcoals and burn incense into smoke), Boat Bearer (who
accompany and assist the Thurifer by carrying a small metal container—the “boat”—that
contains the incense to be sprinkled onto the coals.) On special occasions, Acolytes may
carry banners and flags in the Procession at the beginning of the service or the Recession at
the end. Our Acolytes are trained and supported by an Acolyte Master.

Ushers: The ministry of Ushers is one of the oldest Lay Ministries in the Church.
Emulating the role of the Jewish Doorkeepers in the Jerusalem Temple, specific members
of the persecuted house churches guarded the door to welcome baptized members, redirect
unbaptized catechumens, and repel informants and other intruders. In later centuries,
ostiaries--or “porters”—underwent a kind of ordination in which, according to a 12th century
German text, they were appointed “to ring the bells, open the church and sacristy, to open
the book for the preacher,” and other tasks.

Hosts (Greeters): Ministers of welcome and hospitality. Hosts introduce themselves to
people with whom they are unfamiliar (whether newcomers or not) and ensure that they
feel honored and valued. When approaching newcomers, Hosts will offer to seat them with
others who can guide them through the service. They may also offer to show newcomers
the facilities and to join them for fellowship after the service when it is available. Finally,
Hosts direct newcomers to the clergy and to other members who can ensure that St. Peter’s
follows up on them after their first visit.
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Choir: Members of the choir, an ensemble of singers, lead worship through song. While
most Episcopal Choirs are accompanied by an organist, some church traditions do not use
musical instruments. Choirs lead hymns and Service Music (specific elements of the liturgy
that are offered at every service); they also often offer Anthems that the congregation enjoys
but does not participate. Martin Luther once said that “He who sings prays twice.” That is
why church choirs are so important to the worshipping community.

If you are interested in serving in any of the roles of the laity, please contact us so that we
can arrange for your training. And be sure to thank those who serve—they do so for the
glory of God and for our common benefit.

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+
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CONFIRMATION CLASS

In preparation for our annual Whitsunday pilgrimage to St. Johns, Ashwood, Fr. Bowhay
will lead Confirmation classes every week from Sunday, April 11th through Sunday, May
16th via in the Parish Hall. It is the expectation of the Episcopal Church that all adult
members participate in the Rite of Confirmation. Please contact St. Peter’s to be included
in the class.

Likewise, all members who have been Confirmed by a bishop in a different tradition
(Methodist, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, or Eastern Orthodox) are invited to be Received
by the bishop on Whitsunday. Reception is the way that those members indicate that they
wish to be identified as an Episcopalian. Those who wish to be Received are requested to
attend the Confirmation classes so that they can be clear about the Episcopal style of
worship and belief.

Finally, those members who have been Confirmed but wish to express a renewed
commitment to Our Lord, are invited to Reaffirm their Baptismal Vows on that same day.
If you have any questions about this, please contact Fr. Bowhay.
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Both young and old alike are invited to be take part in the long-awaited resumption of the
St. Peter’s Music programs! Children’s Choir Rehearsals, led by Cathy Oakes, will begin
during Sunday School (10:00 AM) on April 25th and the Adult Choir Rehearsal’s will
begin at 6:45 PM on April 28th. We look forward to a Glorious Song of Praise!!
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The Building and Grounds Committee
would like to thank everyone for their
tremendous support to the Capital Fund in
2020. Through those generous donations,
many improvements and general repairs
were able to be completed.

As we move forward in 2021, we are hoping to complete the projects listed below as
funds allow.

We ask that you consider a gift to the Capital Fund in 2021 so we may continue to keep
our St. Peter’s home safe, secure and beautiful for the Glory of God.

Below are our proposed projects for 2021:

1. Fire/Smoke for the first two phases. $22,500
Phase I: Nave (church)
Phase V: Undercroft (Youth Room, Sunday School rooms, etc).

2. Phase II of the exterior painting of the church building & gutters. $30,000

3. Flooring Lounge, Entryway, and Office areas. $16,000

4. Update the Lounge area. New floors (above), replace ceiling, $ TBD
Painting.

5. Expanding the “Ring” security system to all doorways. $1,500

Questions or comments please speak to the Building and Grounds Committee or
phone Rick Bolton at (615) 483-9959

Building and Grounds Members:
Connie Hardin
Gail Lewis
John Breyfogle
Tom Webster
John Finney
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The Men’s Fellowship will meet Thursday, April 8th in the Parish Hall at
5:00 PM. Our meal will be blessed at 6:00 PM. Join us for great food
and fellowship. Below are some photos from our last Men’s Fellowship.
We enjoyed a wonderful time of fellowship. All men are welcome.
Bring your appetite!

4
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Saint Peter’s
Flower Guild

Being involved with the Flower
Guild at St. Peter’s Church for
many, many years has been one of
the highlights of my life. The joy
of arranging flowers “To the
Glory of God” in such a beautiful
place is pure joy, (especially when
Glenn is there practicing the
organ)!

Until I started making flower
arrangements at the Church, the
only experience I had was putting
daffodils in a vase of water. My
reason for telling you this is that I
want to invite anyone who loves
flowers, to join me in a workshop.
We will be gathering on Saturday,
April 3rd at 9:00 AM, to make a
“joyful noise” with flowers, to
celebrate Easter.
After the services on Easter, each
person will take their
arrangement to a loved one,
cemetery, or someone that hasn’t
been able to come to church.
Men, women, teenagers are all
welcome but I will need a count
so I can order the appropriate
number of flowers. Please contact
the church office if you would like
to attend and we will add your
name to the list of those who are
ready to enjoy God’s creation and
have some Fun!

In His Name
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_

APRIL: Hike the Natchez Trace (April 25th/3:00 PM)
MAY: Top Golf (Date/Time TBD)
JUNE: Kayak Trip (Date/Time TBD)

Hey St. Peter’s Youth! It’s time for some Community and Fun! Above are some upcoming
events that are going to be an awesome time to invite a friend and fellowship. It’s time to move
past the past and get out there and enjoy all that God has given! Stay tuned for the May-June
event dates and remember to invite a Friend! For more information, please call Perry Terhune at
(931) 215-1451.
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ST. PETER’S
2021 VESTRY MEMBERS

Pam Williams, Senior Warden
Rick Bolton, Junior Warden

Gail Lewis, Clerk
Walker Vining, Treasurer

Mary Susan Kennedy
Sonny Scoggins
John Olson
Patti Amorello
Louis Davis
Travis Groth

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton
Mike Sharpton
Mark Sells
John Breyfogle
Ginger Moon
Jennifer Ballard

Bullet-Point Summary of the March Vestry Meeting

At its monthly meeting on March 23, the Vestry took the following actions:

 Authorized Fr. Bowhay to hire Carroll Kilgore as our Financial Secretary as successor to Ashley
Maddux, who left that position for the birth of her third child.

 Authorized spending $13,000 from the Capital Fund to install Phase I (of a five-phase bid) of a
smoke detection and alarm system. Phase I covers the Nave.

 Authorized using almost all of the remainder of the Quin Fund to install Phase V of that alarm
system, pending approval of Harriette Quin’s heirs (approval granted on March 25). Phase V
covers the Undercroft.

 Deferred vote on a $30,000 bid to complete the painting of the church exterior; the church was
last painted over twenty years ago.

 Reviewed the Job Description for a Supervisor for Children’s Ministries and will vote on pay in
April.

 Authorized granting $1,000 from the Outreach Budget to the Place of Hope in Columbia, which
treats those in recovery from substance abuse and those with related mental health issues.

 Authorized granting $1,000 to the Episcopal Relief and Development’s efforts to help those
impacted by the Texas Winter Storm.

 Reviewed Fr. Bowhay’s Eastertide worship protocols.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of February. (We will
receive March’s Financial Report at our next meeting on April 25 and will share it in next month’s Newsletter.)
This summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more detailed: those who
would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

Our strong opening to 2021 continues. In February, we received an unexpected and large unrestricted gift that
substantially boosted our operating revenue.

February 2021 Year to Date
Receipts $62,489.08 $146,280.12
Disbursals $30,948.97 $61,989.94
Net Surplus (Deficit) $31,540.11 $84,290.18

The Vestry stands by its plan to review and adjust the austere 2021 Budget we approved in January.

The Vestry and I are deeply grateful for your ongoing support. With it, 2021 may become a transformational
year in the life of our parish family.
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Steve & Collette Chambers 6th

Sterling & Faye Head 14th

Tom & Amy Hutto 20th

Rick & Diane Bolton 21st

Barry & Vicki Kenney 21st

Dave & Jeany Glowacki 27th

Kristin Wrather 1st

Lila Wrather 2nd

Colin Fuller 2nd

Nancy Naddy 3rd

Sterling Head 4th

Dick Moore 4th

Tom Webster 6th

Pam Bradford 7th

Chris Turner 8th

Sandy Finney 11th

Norma Hartman 13th

Blair Wilson 14th

Emily Palmer 15th

Gabriel Naddy 17th

Cindy Shapiro 18th

Steven Weber 19th

Louis Davis 20th

Keith Click 21st

Betty Pigford 21st

Vicki Kenney 23rd

Jayne-Ette Brunner 24th

Mike Redding 25th

Josh White 26th

Daniel Denney 28th

Annette Hadley 29th
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DATE

8:00 a.m.
Lector/

Eucharistic
Minister

Server Lector
Eucharistic
Ministers Crucifer Torchbearers Host Usher

UNTIL FURTER NOTICE
ALL LAY ASSIGNMENTS
ARE ON A VOLUNTEER
BASIS EACH WEEK.
PLEASE CALL THE

CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO

SERVE
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00p-Maundy-
Thursday Service

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

2
7:00p-Good Friday
Service

*OFFICE CLOSED*
-NOON-

3
9:00a-Flower Guild
Workshop-Sanctuary

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

4
8:00a-Holy Eucharist
9:15a-Holy Eucharist
10:00a-Candy Hunt-
Lemonade & Cookies on the
Lawn!

11:00a-HolyEucharist
Also via Facebook/Church Website

5
8:30-2:30 Quilters
(Lounge) TBD

*OFFICE CLOSED*
-NOON-

6

5:15p-Estes
(Parish Hall)

7p-Alcoholics Anonymous

7
10:30a-Holy Eucharist
& Healing Service

11:30a-Agothos School
(Parish Hall)

5:45p-Daughters of the
King (Parish Hall)

8

5:00p-Men’s
Fellowship
(Parish Hall)

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

9 10

3:00p-Sons of the
American Revolution

(Parish Hall)

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

11
8:00a-Holy Eucharist
9:15a-Holy Eucharist
10:00a-Christian Ed
11:00a-HolyEucharist
Via Facebook/Church Website
12:15p-Confirmation Class

(Location TBD)

12
8:30-2:30 Quilters
(Lounge) TBD

11:30a-Agothos
School
(Parish Hall)

13

5:00p-Finance &
Governance
(Parish Hall)

7p- Alcoholics Anonymous

14
10:30a-Holy Eucharist
& Healing Service
11:30a-Agothos School
(Parish Hall)
4:30p-Outreach
(Parish Hall)

15

5:00p-Building &
Grounds (Lounge)

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

16 17
9:00a-Vestry Executive
Committee (Lounge)

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

18
8:00a-Holy Eucharist
9:15a-HolyEucharist
10:00a-Christian Ed
11:00a-Holy Eucharist
Via Facebook/Church Website
12:15p-Confirmation Class

(Location TBD)
1:30p Church Staff Meeting

19
8:30-2:30 Quilters
(Lounge) TBD

11:30a-Agothos
School
(Parish Hall)

20

7p-Alcoholics
Anonymous

21
10:30a -Holy Eucharist
& Healing Service

22

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

23 24

7p-Narcotics Anonymous

25 8:00a-Holy Eucharist
9:15a-HolyEucharist
10:00a-Christian Ed
10:00a-Children’s Choir (Parish
Hall)

11:00a-Holy Eucharist
12:15p-Confirmation Class

(Location TBD)
3p-Youth Hike(Natchez Trace)

26 27

6:00p-Vestry
(Parish Hall)

28
10:30a-Holy Eucharist
& Healing Service

6:45P-Choir Practice
RESUMES!!

29 30
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